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From the Pastor’s heart… 
 
The season of Advent, which comes from the Latin word         
adventus, meaning “coming” or “visit," begins four Sundays    
before Christmas and ends on Christmas Eve. Advent is the     
beginning of the liturgical year for Christians. During Advent, we 
prepare for, and anticipate, the coming of Christ. We remember 
the longing of Jews for a Messiah and our own longing for, and 
need of, forgiveness, salvation and a new beginning. Even as we 
look back and celebrate the birth of Jesus in a humble stable in 
Bethlehem, we also look forward anticipating the second coming 
of Christ as the fulfillment of all that was promised by his first 
coming. (umc.org) 
 
Growing up in a predominately European family, Advent was 
filled with time-honored customs in the von Trapp household 
which my father brought with him from Austria. You may not be 
aware, but Austria is predominately Roman Catholic, even to this 
day, so naturally, many of our customs came from this faith      
tradition. My own active faith journey began with the season of 
Advent. I was about 6 years old when Papa called me into his  
office one Sunday afternoon. Papa’s medical office was part of 
our rambling New England farmhouse. As a child, the only time 
we ventured beyond the doors separating our home from the    
office was if we were sick. I knew I was not sick, but also knew 
Papa was proactive when it came to seasonal vaccinations, so it 
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Church Events 
• 12/2  1st Sunday of Advent      

Hanging of the Greens (Sanctuary) 

• 12/2  Social Hall in Use by Member  

• 12/9  2nd Sunday of Advent Worship   
(Sanctuary) 

• 12/9  Christmas Party (hosted by kids) 
11:30 am (Social Hall) 

• 12/11  West End Alliance  - 6:30 pm 
(Social Hall) 

• 12/13  Social Hall in Use by Member 

• 12/16  3rd Sunday of Advent        
Choir Cantata (Sanctuary) 

• 12/20  January Newsletter Deadline - 
12 pm 

• 12/18  Echoes - 10:30 am  (Social Hall) 

• 12/23  4th Sunday of Advent 

• 12/24  Christmas Eve Service - 6 pm 

• 12/24  Community Christmas Eve     
11 pm - Staunton Train Depot 

• Food  Pantry (every Wednesday)        
at 9 am 

• Bible Study (every Wednesday)          
at 6:30 pm in the Office Workroom 

• Choir Practice (every Thursday)          
at 6:30 pm in Sanctuary 



was with more than a little trepidation that I dragged my feet to his office. Papa sat at his big 
desk and had me sit in the chair alongside the desk. With my feet dangling way above the 
floor, Papa told me the story of the Christ child who was coming at Christmas. He impressed 
upon me the importance of “being good,” obeying Mom, being nice to my siblings, doing my 
chores…etc. He made it quite clear that I needed to prepare my heart for the Baby Jesus. I was 
hooked…already a lover of babies, I could think of nothing better than providing a resting 
place for the Savior who came to us in the form of a helpless infant.   
 
Each Sunday night we observed a short Advent Wreath ceremony. The Advent Wreath itself 
was made of wrought iron and hung suspended in front of one of the triple windows in the 
kitchen. Papa would read the weekly devotion and we took turns, the oldest to the youngest, in 
lighting the candles. Mom decorated the iron wreath with greenery. The first Sunday of Advent 
you would find 5 heads bent over a sheet of paper, gripping our pencils as we wrote a letter to 
the Baby Jesus. The opening of these letters always addressed the fact that we had been good 
or at least tried to be good in the past year. The meat of the letter was our wish list. We would 
seal up the envelopes containing our letters and place them on the same window sill every 
year. During the night, angels would come and pick up our letters and bring them to heaven. It 
really wasn’t until my much younger sisters were in elementary school that Santa Claus        
became much of a figurehead in our home. 
 
Of course, as we grew older, we were encouraged to “give up” something in this preparation 
for the coming of the Christ child. Sunday’s were always a day off because every Sunday is 
actually considered to be a mini-Easter. Our offerings ran the gamut of giving up chocolate, 
desserts, our favorite TV show; or doing extra chores…It was only as an adult that I revisited 
this idea of “fasting” from something for Advent and Easter and instead took on something 
new. Church members in my first appointment stopped buying lunches at work bringing     
sandwiches from home. They used the money they saved to participate in the church’s angel 
tree. Others decided to visit shut-ins in their neighborhood, bringing them a plate of Christmas 
cookies. Still others spent time at the local nursing home providing companionship for lonely 
residents.   
 
There is an idea circulating social media called the “Reverse” Advent Calendar. The idea      
behind a reverse Advent calendar is simple. Pick out a sturdy basket, box or bag and fill it with 
food donations for your local food pantry – one item for every day in December. Then, when 
your bags are filled, take them to the food pantry of your choice. With our very own in house 
food pantry, it might be a good idea to ask what their greatest need is. When I am in a knitting 
mode, about once a year, I love to make hats. Sadly, though, very few people in my               
acquaintance wear hats so I usually have a stash of hats. I am thinking of donating them to   
Valley Mission, or the Secret Boutique. These are only two very simple suggestions that will 
bless others and help us live into the words of Christ from Matthew 25:35-36, “For I was    
hungry and you gave me something to eat, I was thirsty and you gave me something to drink, I 
was a stranger and you invited me in, I needed clothes and you clothed me, I was sick and you 
looked after me, I was in prison and you came to visit me.’” 
 
This Advent, I encourage each one of you to observe this season in such a way that you        
approach Christmas Eve with a sense of wonder and joy.   
 
You are loved!  
 
Pastor Tizzy 



PRAYER REQUESTS 

Sandy Allen 
Betty Barnhardt 
Scott Baugher 
Louise Bennett 
Dave Botkin 
Kelly Botkin 
Matt Brown 
Alex Caldwell 
Melinda Campbell 
Phil Carletti 
Charles Chenault 
John Clatterbaugh 
Carmen Collins 
Rodney Davis 
Jonathan Gillette 
Rhonda Harley 
Jerry Harman 

Mark Harman 
Wendy Harman 
Butch Hartless 
Lynn Hunter 
Peggy Knowles 
Marcella Landram 
Carrie Lotts 
Teresa McFarling 
Danielle McPherson 
Dana Moore 
Fern Moran 
Elizabeth Poe 
Penny Walker Reen 
John Rexrode 
Billy Rischol 
Kim Rohr 
George Sanderson 

Paul Sandridge 
Ina Mae Sheets 
Katherine Sheets 
Evelyn Smith 
Leta Wimer 
Haley Wisman 
Tommy Wood 
 
also... 
Those in the Armed     
   Services  
The United Methodist  
   Church  
Our Local United  
   Methodist Churches  
Our Community 
Our Nation 

POINSETTIAS 
If you would like to purchase a 
poinsettia in honor or memory 
of a loved one, please fill out 
and return the order form in 
the Arcade. The cost is $5.00 
and the deadline for ordering 
is Sunday, December 16th. 
The poinsettias will be placed 
in the Sanctuary on December 
23rd. Call the office if you 
have any questions. 

George E. Withers, Jr. 
Dec. 12, 1928 - Nov. 1, 2018 

Joined Marquis Memorial 
UMC on December 3, 1991 

IN MEMORIAM 

On Sunday, November 4th, we celebrated 
the baptism of Amelia Grace Mick. She is 
the daughter of Hayden & Kayla Mick, the 
granddaughter of James & Pamela Landes 
and Ronald & Maria Mick and the great-
granddaughter of Sharon Clough, Linda 
Landes and Alice Mick. 

BAPTISM THANK YOU 
I would like to thank Pastor Tizzy and all of 
Herb’s friends from Marquis for their love, 
caring and  support given to me and our 
family. Also for the delicious food at the 
reception. ~ Peggy Barkley  

Thank you to everyone who donated to our 
Relay For Life fundraiser. We raised $275 
for the American Cancer Society which 
funds groundbreaking cancer research and 
breaks down barriers to care by providing 
information 24 hours a day, 7 days a week 
as well as rides to treatment and  hotel 
rooms for those seeking treatment away 
from home. On behalf of the entire team, 
thank you.  

On Sunday, November 11th we celebrated 
Veteran’s Day by honoring and recognizing 
all those who served in the United States 
Military and their families. Thank you to 
all those who served our country to protect 
our freedoms. 



BIBLE READING PLAN 

Sat, 12/1  1 Corinthians 9-11 
Sun, 12/2  1 Corinthians 12-14 
Mon, 12/3  1 Corinthians 15-16 
Tue, 12/4  2 Corinthians 1-4 
Wed, 12/5  2 Corinthians 5-9 
Thu, 12/6  2 Corinthians 10-13 
Fri, 12/7  Acts 20:1-3, Romans 1-3 
Sat, 12/8  Romans 4-7 
Sun, 12/9  Romans 8-10 
Mon, 12/10  Romans 11-13 
Tue, 12/11  Romans 14-16 
Wed, 12/12  Acts 20:4-23:35 
Thu, 12/13  Acts 24-26 
Fri, 12/14  Acts 27-28 
Sat, 12/15  Colossians 1-4, Philemon 1 
Sun, 12/16  Ephesians 1-6 
Mon, 12/17  Philippians 1-4 
Tue, 12/18  1 Timothy 1-6 
Wed, 12/19  Titus 1-3 
Thu, 12/20  1 Peter 1-5 
Fri, 12/21  Hebrews 1-6 
Sat, 12/22  Hebrews 7-10 
Sun, 12/23  Hebrews 11-13 
Mon, 12/24  2 Timothy 1-4 
Tue, 12/25  2 Peter 1-3, Jude 1 
Wed, 12/26  1 John 1-5 
Thu, 12/27  2 John 1, 3 John 1 
Fri, 12/28  Revelation 1-5 
Sat, 12/29  Revelation 6-11 
Sun, 12/30  Revelation 12-18 
Mon, 12/31  Revelation 19-22 

MISSION MOMENT 

A few weeks ago I mentioned during the 
mission moment how blessed we are in 
this country to have grocery stores filled 
with many different items. Not only do 
we have a bountiful supply, but also many 
choices. Then we had a winter storm that 
knocked out power and almost all grocery 
stores were affected in some way and we 
found that in an instant the shelves can 
become empty. For many in our midst, 
their shelves are like this all the time. 
Thanks for all who donate to our food 
pantry in any way. As we go through this 
holiday season, please don't forget the less 
fortunate, not just now, but all year. 
Please have a happy and safe holiday 
season.  ~ The Mission Committee 

 
For Christmas we will be filling gift bags 
for the residents of the Ritenour Rest 
Home. If you would like to help, please 
sign up in the Arcade indicating whether 
you are filling a bag for a man or woman. 
A list of required items can be found 
beside the sign up sheet. Please fill and 
return the bags no later than Monday, 
December 19th. See Tim Hanger or 
Audrey Baugher for more information. 

PRAYER TENT 
Details are coming together for Marquis to 
set up a prayer tent on the corner of W. 
Beverley St. and Hayes Ave. on Sunday, 
December 2nd. Plans are to put up a tent 
from 9-10 am and have a few people from 
our church hand out cups of coffee, donut 
holes and prayers to passersby. Kind of like 
a drive through for an encouraging 
word...taking Jesus’ love into the streets. 



BIRTHDAYS/ANNIVERSAIRES 

9 Ric Fauver 

 Ann Perry 

11 Terry R. Rohr 

12 Cindy Knapp 

21 Troy Davis 

 Ray Shover 

21 Leta Wimer 

23 Nellie Demastus 

24 Lou Barton 

 Steve Guffey 

28 Chase Landes 

29 Scott Baugher 

 Congratulations to following couples who 
will celebrate anniversaries this month: 
 
Dec. 30 - Dicky & Marion Fauver - 42 years 
Dec. 31 - Donnie & Gail Dobbs - 52 years 

Monday, November 27th - Stop by the backside of First Citizen’s Bank (down from Hardee’s) for a 
free cup of coffee as you head to the Staunton Christmas Parade. We love to share God’s love in a 
practical way!  

Sunday, December 2nd - 1st Sunday of Advent - Join us as we kick off our Advent season with a 
Hanging of the Greens Service 

Sunday, December 9th - 2nd Sunday of Advent - Pastor Bob Sharp will be filling in for Pastor Tizzy 
as she is out of town for a wedding 

Sunday, December 9th - The children of the church invite everyone to join them after church for a  
Christmas Party. Turkey, ham and rolls will be provided, please bring a side dish and/or dessert to 
share. Stick around after lunch to play a fun game and have a Secret Santa gift exchange. If you 
signed up for the Secret Santa gift exchange, don’t forget to select a name before Sunday, 12/2 

Sunday, December 16th - 3rd Sunday of Advent - The choir will present their Cantata, O Little Town 
of Bethlehem 

Tuesday, December 18th - Echoes will meet on Tuesday, December 18th at 10:30 a.m. in the Social 
Hall. We will have a fun gift exchange followed by a covered dish lunch. Please bring a wrapped gift 
suitable for either a male or a female costing no more than $5.00 and a dish to share. All are welcome 
to join us. The more, the merrier.  

Thursday, December 20th - January Newsletter Deadline 

Sunday, December 23rd - 4th Sunday of Advent 

Monday, December 24th - Christmas Eve Candlelight Service at 6 pm in the Sanctuary 

Monday, December 24th - Community Christmas Eve Service at 11 pm at the Staunton Train Depot 

Sunday, December 30th - Casual Worship in the Sanctuary 

UPCOMING EVENTS  




